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Web of Science  
Web of Science is available to University of Utah  
faculty, staff and students. It is available for searching: 

• Science Citation Index 
• Social Science Citation Index 
• Arts & Humanities Citation Index 

Web of Science indexes articles in 8500 major scholarly journals; The University of Utah 
subscription includes 1997 to the present. The database is especially useful for finding 
articles which have cited a known article or author in their bibliography.  
 
Searching Web of Science 
Start: from the Eccles Library home page (http://library.med.utah.edu) click on 
Article Databases & more; Scroll to W and click on Web of Science. 
 
1. Topic Search:  

o Enter your search terms – see example search below 
o You can search by: 

 Topic 
 Title 
 Author 
 Publication Name (journal title) 
 Year Published, Language; Document Type 
 Funding Agency; Grant Number 

o After entering search terms, click Search 
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 Search examples 
• Phrase search: “blood cells” retrieves records with that exact phrase 
• Boolean operator AND: blood and cells retrieves records where both terms are 

present (same retrieval for blood cells) 
• Boolean operator OR: blood or cells retrieves records containing either blood or 

cells or both 
• Capitalization does not matter 
• Hyphens – use the hyphen and words are searched with or without hyphen 
• Use the pull-down menu on the right to select a field limit 
• Use Current Limits – to limit results to specific years and Citation Databases 

 
Search Results Explained 

• Your search terms display at the top of the page   
• Refine Results – available from the left pane  

o Subject Areas 
o Document Types 
o Authors 
o Source Titles 
o Publication Years 
o Institutions 

• Use Sort by: pull-down menu to sort results by: 
o Latest Date 
o Times Cited 
o Relevance 
o First Author 
o Source Title 
o Publication Year 

• Click on a result list title to see the full citation record (example below) 
 

 

 

 



 3

 

• Author names are hyperlinked; click on a name to see more citations by  
that author 

• The right pane includes: 
o Cited by (click on the number to see the list of articles who have included 

this reference in their list of references) 
o Related Records (click on view related records; NOTE: the records 

listed are related to the original record based on common references)  
o References (click on the number to see list of article references) 
o Additional information (view the journal’s impact factor) 
o Suggest a correction 

• Buttons across the top allow you to check for full text, print, email, add to 
marked list, save to EndNote Web, Save to EndNote, RefMan, ProCite 

• Use Back to results list to continue browsing retrieved citations 
• Click Search tab to return to your search 
• Click Clear button to start a new search 

 
2. Author Search 

• Author names are searched in the author, editor, inventor, corporate author or 
group author fields  

• Names can be entered in upper, lower or mixed case 
• Names with a space should be searched with and without the space  

(e.g. De marco* OR demarco*) 
• Enter last name space first initial middle initial (e.g. Capecchi mr) 
• OR enter last name space first initial asterisk if you do not know the middle initial 

or if you want to be comprehensive with your retrieval (e.g. Capecchi M*) 
• OR use the Author Finder to select name 

 
3. Publication Name Search 

• Searches for journal titles and book titles 
• Names can be entered in upper, lower or mixed case 
• Enter journal title (e.g. Blood cells) 
• Use the Publication Name Index to add titles to your search query 

 Click on “Access the search aid” icon 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Use the Browse and Find features to locate Publication Name titles to add 
to your query; enter the journal name than click the Move To or Find 
button; use the Add button to add name to query; click OK to transfer 
selected title to the Publication Name field on the search page. Then click 
the Search button to view results. 

 



 4

 
4. Cited Reference Search 

• Use to find articles that cite a person’s work 
Step 1: Enter the cited author, cited work and/or cited year(s) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 2: Select cited reference(s) and click “Finish Search” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• In this case, the six articles that cite this specific work are listed 
 
 

5. Search History 
• Use the Search History tab to review or return to any previous search retrieval for 

a specific session.  
• If you have registered for a Web of Science Account, you can save a search 

history, create an alert and/or open a saved history.  
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6. Mark References and Marked List 
• To mark items click in the box to the left of the citation number 
• Click the Add to Marked List button to create a list of citations for later review 

o Click Marked List tab to review items 
• OR items can be printed, e-mailed, saved to EndNote Web, EndNote, RefMan  

or ProCite 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Use the Web of Science Marked Records screen to 
Step 1. Select the field to include in the output 
Step 2. Select an option (print, save, e-mail, etc.)  
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7. Create a User Account 

• Similar to My NCBI or My EBSCOhost; registering for an account allows you to 
save searches, set up search history alerts, create custom journal lists, access 
EndNote Web and automatically sign into ISI Web of Knowledge 

• Click the Sign In link at the top of the page to get started 
o Enter your Password and click Sign In (if you have an account) 

• Click Register (if you do not have an account) and fill in the requested 
information 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. My Saved Searches 
 

Save a Search History 
• Run your search 
• Click on Save History 
• From the Search History window click on Save History button 

• Provide History Name 
• Description 
• Save on the ISI Web of Knowledge Server 
• OR Save on Your Workstation  
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Run a Save Search History 
• Click on Search History 
• Click Open Saved History 
• Browse to wherever you saved the search 
• Click Open than Run  
• Select Timespan Limit to years then Continue 

 
9. My Citation Alerts 

• Create Citation Alert 
o Run your search 
o Click on a citation title to open full record 
o Look for the Create Citation Alert in the right panel and click on it 
o Click Done 

o You will automatically receive an e-mail alert every time this 
article is cited.  

• Access Citation Alerts and click the Modify Settings button to change alert 
settings 

 
10. My EndNote Web 

• Allows you to create lists of references easily and quickly with Web of Science. 
You are able to collect and organize citations; as well as create a formatted paper 
and bibliography.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jeanne Le Ber, Education Services 
Spencer S. Eccles Health Sciences Library 
March 1, 2009 
 
 
 
 
 





Exercise Questions for Web of Science 
 
Topic Search 
• Search for citations that discuss the measurement of free copper in serum or 

plasma ultrafiltrate. 
• Select one of the items and view the full record, noting the KeyWords 

Plus. How can this help you focus your search? 
• From this item, view related records. Is this helpful in locating 

additional relevant articles?  Can you refine this retrieval to journal 
articles?  

• From this same record, view the list of references. 
• View the journal’s impact factor; what does this tell you?  

• Do a search on a topic of interest to you.  
• Select one of the items and view the full record, noting the KeyWords 

Plus. How can this help you focus your search? 
• From this item, view related records. Is this helpful in locating 

additional relevant articles? Can you refine this retrieval to journal 
articles? 

• From this same record, view the list of references 
• View the journal’s impact factor; what does this tell you?  

 
Author Search 

•  Locate a list of journal articles by Ryan J. Welch.  
• Type the author name so that you receive the greatest number of 

retrieved citations. 
• Do a new search and type the author name so you receive the least 

number of retrieved citations.  
• Do a new search and use the Author Finder to select and add the 

name to your search. 
• RJ Welch has written an article about assays for detection of 

antibodies to tuberculosis; locate that article.  
• Do an author search on a person of interest. Enter the persons name in different 

formats; use the Author Finder to select and add the name to your search.  
 
Publication Name Search 

• Is Journal of Clinical Laboratory Analysis indexed in Web of Science?  
• Limit search results to articles published in 2007 to 2009. 
• Limit search results to articles dealing with infectious diseases for the years  

2007-2009. 
• Do a journal name search on a title of interest to you.  

 
 



Cited Reference Search 
• How many times has the following article been cited?  

o Jaskowski, T. D. Comparison of four enzyme immunoassays … 
J Clin Lab Anal, 2002; 16(3):143-145 

o Has the author cited himself?  
 
Create a user Account 

• Register yourself for an ISI User Account. 
• Run a search of interest and save the search history for future use.  
• Create a citation alert 

 
Journal Citation Reports 

• Use the Additional Resources tab and select Journal Citation Reports 
• Select JCR Science Edition – 2007 and View a group of journals by  

Subject Category and Submit 
• From the Subject Category Selection window select Pathology (or another topic 

of interest); Select View Journal Data – sort by: Impact Factor and Submit 
• What pathology journal has the highest Impact Factor and how can that influence 

your decision of where to publish?   
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