
Electronic Clinical Cases and Authoring  Tools: Com p arison of G oals, F eatures and Outcom es 
 

Electronic Case Project G oals 
(p urp ose) 

Case 
F orm ats 

Interactive 
Elem ents 

Learning  
M ethod 

Softw are Delivery  m ethod Evaluation 

LIVE 
http://m am a.uchsc.
edu/pub/live/intro _
pub.htm   

Co llabo rative clinical 
dx abo ut im p o rtant 
cases o r finding s 
rarely  seen by  
students 

Prim arily  
video , 
anim atio n 
G uided 
desig n  

Po sting s, 
discussio n 
g ro ups 

Virtual &  face-
to -face PBL 
g ro ups 
 
 

Co ld F usio n, 
HTM L &  
database 

CD-ROM /w eb 
hy brid; DVD 
versio n fo r face 
to  face g ro ups 

Y es, m ultiple studies by  
m ultiple institutio ns o n 
critical thinking , o nline 
teaching  presence, 
student learning  
o utco m es &  attitudes 
 

CASUS 
http://w w w .casus.n
et/  

Catalo g  o f cases &  
easy  to  autho r 

Prim arily  
text 

Q& A, 
Differential 
Dx to o l 
 

Self-study  HTM L &  
Java script 
Java servlet 

W eb-based &  
CD-ROM  

Y es, m ultiple studies 

Pan Canadian 
http://curriculum .m
m i.m c g ill.ca  

Case tem plate serving  
differing  c o nstructs  

Prim arily  
text 
Open 
inq uiry  
 

Co m pariso n 
to  expert at 
end o f case 

Self-study   W eb-based Y es 

British Co lum bia 
 

F o rm ative 
Assessm ent o f Dx 
skills 

Prim arily  
text 

Co m pare 
results w ith 
expert 
 

Self-study   
 

PHP, F lash &  
M y Sq l 

W eb-based Needs Assessm ent prio r 
to  develo pm ent 

CAM PUS &  
CAM PUS-
Pediatrics  
http://cam pus.fh-
heilbro nn.de/  

Teaching  m g m t. o f 
virtual patient cases 
fro m  beg inning  to  
end 

Prim arily  
text w ith 
so m e 
video s 

Direct 
q uestio ning  
o r list fo r 
patient, 
cho o se labs 
 

Self-study , 
sm all PBL 
g ro ups, 
sem inars, 
exam s 

Java, X M L, 
HTM L 

W eb-based &  
CD-ROM  

Iterative evaluatio n 
during  develo pm ent 

Pro m etheus To o l to  teach 
diag no stic reaso ning  

Anim ated 
virtual 
clinic 

Exam , virtual 
exam  to o ls, 
discussio n 
fo rum s, 
virtual library  
 

Self-study  &  
face-to -face 
g ro ups 

Java &  DB 
driven 

W eb-based Three evaluatio ns 

M educase 
http://w w w .m edica
se.de 

Enable self-directed 
learning  by  
c o nnecting  cases &  
c o ntent 

Video s &  
anim atio n  
Open-
inq uiry  

Direct 
q uestio ning  
o f patient, 
q uiz, dx labs 
 

F o ur levels o f 
self-study  

F lash, X M L W eb-based Just co m pleted m ajo r 
evaluatio n 

 


